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Remarks  on  Divisions  and  Disunion. 

'H  :f  Divifions  which  of  late  have  pre¬ 
vailed,  and  are  hill  fab  filling  amongft 

i  '  ,  lb>  ar5  to°  many  to  be  numbered; 
the  church,  pe  ltate,  public  focicties,  and 
private  families,  have  all  buffered  bv  them  ; 
and  it  is  a  wonder,  they  have  not  produced 

Slave1  "iCater  c^arn,ities,  than  as  yet  they 

If  they  are  continued  in,  and  noffnfficient 
and  edectual  meafures  can  be  found  out  to 
hca  tnem,  we  all  know  what  muff  be  the 

.!S/ate-  government,  or  an  houfb  di- 
Viuedagaiiift  if  eli,  If  a  qiian'clfome,  cnvi- 
ous,  diicontented,  impohne,  proud  fpirit  is 
full  indulged,  men  will  find  out  fomcthine 
oi  OLiiej  to  raife  odputes  about,  and  to  juflify 
themfelyes  in  their  vilifying  and  hating  one 

.uiotnet ,  ^  but  cure  this,  and  our  divifions 
wiu  icon  oe  at  an  encL 

a  ?  is»%s  die  ‘ate  Bifhop  of  Sarnm) 
L'fc  L;':  ;  eoccs  themfelves  that  keep  us 

<c  amnder ;  _  they  are  too  inconhderableffor 
Ca5i  Otis  certain  that  in  a  multitude  of 
t.  mitances  they  are  fo)  it  isacertain  diflike 
u  thaf  Vvf  ^ear  onc  to  another.  Our  fob* 

•  jcos  of  dupute  are  only  the  occalions  by 

U-  1,1 
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%  which  our  uncli ari tablenefe  works;  and 
if  bv  bringing  ourtelvis  to  a  more  chrifti-- 
k  an  temper,,  that  hideous  difeafe  were  once 
«  cured,  all  the  fymptoms  of  it  would  fall 
a  off  of  themi  elves;  and  men  would  grow: 

«  afhamedthat  they  had  ever  fpentio  much  , 
u  time,  lo  much  trouble,  and  lo  much  zeal, 

«  about  things  which  deferv e  them  fo  little.” 

"  It  is  certain  that  the  great  caufe  of  all  our 
Divifions  is  Pride*.  Only  by  pride  (fays  bob- 
mon)  comes  contention,  This  is  lomeway 
or  other,  concerned  in  all  our  quarrels ;  and 
were  it  poffible  to  fupprefs  this,  we  iiiould 
either  never  begin,,  or  (hould  quickly  ceaie 
to  contend  and  fall.  out..  Itispnde  that  puts 
fuperiorsupon  requiring  or  expecting  tno.e 
things  from  fuch  as  .are  below  them,  which 
are  often  very  jultly  refufed.  And  it  is  pride 
that  puts  inferiors  upon  fuch  a  behaviour  to¬ 
wards  thofe  that  are  abpve  them,  as  jultly  ex¬ 
cites  dilpleaiure  and  reientment.  It  is. pride 
that  makes  men,  whom  nature  and  provi¬ 
dence  have  let  upon  a  level,  continually  drive 

who  ftiall-.be/the  greateft.  It  is  pride  that 
makes  fome  give  offence,  by  laying  an  o 
ingfome  things  to  provoke :  And  it  is  pride 
alfo  that 'makes  others  take  offence,  bv  too 
ealilv  differing  themfelves  to  be  provoked,  , 
and  by  magnifying  every  thing  which  they 
think  difrefpecifful,  and  too  long  dwelling 
Upon  it.  Pride  is  the  very  conftituaon  off 


fi . 
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fuch  a 
can  do 


think  Aemfelves  St%  u,^  /hfn| 
and  able  to  accomplilh  whatever  they  under- 
take,  and  hereupon  they  fet  up  their  own 
skill  and  addrefs,  their  prudence  and  dili-. 
gence,  their  power  and  influence,  above 
thoie  about  them,  and  if  every  thing  be  not 
yie  ed  to  them,  and  the  molt  fulfome  com-; 
pliments  paid  them,  they  prcfently  grow  un- 
ealy,  and  raife  commotions.  Job  ufes  an 
elegant  exprefllon  to  fuch  men,  viz.  “  No 

'  doubt  ye  are  the  people,  and  wffidom  ffiall 
v  die  with  you.”  ’ 

There  is. a  pride  alfo,  that  owes  his  being  to 
things  external  and  accidental.  When  men 
bear  too  high  the  advantages  of' their  wealth, 
or  titles,  or  any  civil  power  or  authority, 
with  which  they  are  inverted,  taking  occV. 
lion  from  things  which  fhould  make  them, 

more  uletul  and  beneficial  than  others,  only 
to  become  infulting  andoppreflive  ;  by  their 
own  pride,  ftirringup  the  pride,,  ambition, 
and  infolence  of  all  about  them.  The 
pride  of  magiftrates  has  a  very  powerful 
influence,  both  to  make  and  cherilh  divifl- 
ons ;  when  they  place  their  glory  in  making 
zjhow  of  their  office,  inftead  of  filling  it  up 
to  any  truly  valuable  purpofe,  and  are  lb 

jnpeh  taken  with  the  ornamentsto  it.  When 

the 
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the  minifters  of  a  Prince  forget  that  they  are 
onlvfervants  to  the  public,  '  and  make  o(len- 
tation  of  their  wages  to  the  neglefting  of  their 
work,  this  cannot  tail  to  raile  envy,  and  ma 
them  enemies  j  and  in  the  coniequence  o 
things,  fcmetimes  to  produce  very  great 

difturbances.  .  ^ 

There  is  further  a  pride  very  inciden  tal  to 

men  of  learning  and  divines,  fortnele,  as 

they  have  the  fame  conftitutional  pride,  as 

their  neighbours,  they  have 
Mar  temptations  to  this  vice,  which  we  lce, 
with  rnolf  of  them,  very  rticceisfuk 
fancy  themfelves  inverted  with  all  tne  pow¬ 
ers  of  Apojtles ,  and  airtime  to  themfelves 
their  titles  and  honors;  others,  tjio  tney 
arewifer  than  to  carry  matters  lo  nign,  yet 
think  themfelves  fufrtcientfy  authorized  to 
lord  it  over  the  faith  and  conferences  of 
their  flocks ;  and  both  one  and  tie  other 
threaten  dreadful  things  to  thofewho  are  lo 
bold  as  to  differ  from  them;  Some  of  them 
are  proud  enough  to  pretend,  tnat  botntne 
manfions  of  blifs,  and  the  flames  ot  ven¬ 
geance  in  a  future  ftate,  are  to  be  adigned  - 
men  according  to  their  directions:  A  no 
others  think  themfelves  impowered  to  tictci  - 
mine  at  leaf!,  who  fhali  be  in  repute,  ant 

who  fhali  be  under  infamy  and  ui  (grace,  ivn  ,- 

fhall  be  dignified,  and  who  ilia  1  be  ddpilcd 
in  the  prefen t  life.  And  all  of  them  lhow  o 
much,  that  they  are  the  fucceffors  of  the^o- 


/ 
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grc«eft.th]S?  contendin£  Who  ftall  be 

\\  ould  but  this  order  of  men  (for  whom  I 
am  hncerely  apt  to  exceed  in  re  Ip  ebb,  ftndy 
and  practife  more  that  direction  of  their  great 
and  ever  bleffed  A I  after,  when  he  wafted  his 
dftciples  b  eet,  (to  j v/t)  “  that  they  ftould 

hJ°  ^'rr  ?nf  anfchcr’s,”  they  would  be 
cttei  ddpofed  to  keep  up  a  mutual  refpebl 

among  themfclves,  and  I  verily  think,  would 

oe  ten  times  more  honored  by  the  world 

than  they  now  are.  And  would  they  firft  fet 

an  example  of  ftbduing  a  diftniting  pride," 

1  (ribt"0t1b,ut  lC  wouId  be  foon  followed' 
snd  practiied  by  others, 

Tho’  i  muff  confels,  iris  one  of  the  main 
diioiders  and  infelicities  of  the  prefent  age, 
mat  many  of  the  meaneft  rank,  and  ofinfe- 
nor  capaanes,  are  puffed  up  with  a  pride-, 
taatis  almoftbecomepaft  dealingwith. 

Some  of  the  moil  contemptible  creatures 
among  us,  yet  think  themfelves  fuffidentto 
irett  Statefmen',  dictate  to.  Legislators,  and 

teach  Doctors  and  Divines, 

T  hey  are  not  content  with  i  mag-in  in  o 
themielves  in  the  right,  as  to  their  own 
opinions  and  conduft,.  but  they  will  needs 
pa  s  then  lentiments  and  mcafures  upon 
,  others;  for  when  confcience  does  not  re- 
lnonftrate  againft  a  man,  he  may  conclude 
he  is  right,  his  underftandingbeing  his  im-_ 

mediate 
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«  # 
mediate  guide  by  divine  conftitution.  This 
is  the  pride  that  makes  fome  men  intolera-- 
ble,  that  they  cannot  be  fatisfied  in  think- 
jna  for  themfelves,  blit  they  will  needs  be 
thinking  tor  all  about  them.  And  when 
once  a  man  comes  to  this,  fome  are  treated 
as  if  they  were  obliged  to  refign  what  they 
have  to  his  judgment  and  diferetion.  And 
if  all  elfe  were  as  tame  and  refigning,  as  he 
is  affuming  and  arrogant,  the  world  would 
be  cafy  as  to  him.-  But  filch  a  man  finding, 
others  as  proud  as  he  is,  as  opinionated  of 
themfelves,  as  willing  to  befuperior,  and  to 
have  command  as  he  is,  quarrelling  is  un¬ 
avoidable  between  fuch;  neither  will  refign1 
his  claim,  and  therefore  each  refolves  to 
carry  his  point  by  force  and  having  form¬ 
ed  an  expectation,  that  compliance  fhould 
have  been  yielded  without  difpute,  he  after¬ 
wards  becomes  eager  to  extort  it. 

Then  a  party  muft  be  made,-  and  friends 
and  dependants  on  both  tides  lifted,  and 
the  point  muft  be  determined  by  the  ftronger 
party.  Thus  many  times  a  trifle  fhall  be 
contended  for  with  as  much  heat  and  fury 
as  a  matter  of  the  lalt  importance.  And 
very  often  we  fee,  that  it  is  not  lb  much- 
the  thing  in  conteft  which  keeps  up  the 
quarrel,  as  a  punctilio  of  fa  He  and  miftaken 
honor  ;  Nor  is  it  a  debate,  who  is  the  right, 
fo  much  as  who  (hall  give  way',  that  is,  in 
reality,  who  lliall  flievv  hinifelf  the  wife'f 
man,-  •  Let 


„  «  -s 

Lee  intereft  at  any  time  come  in  to  Tup* 
oort  a  proud  and  ftiff  temper,  it  then  large¬ 
ly  widens  the  diftance  betwixt  men,  and  influ¬ 
ences  their paffions;  Men  are  generally  ob- 
lerved  to  be  mighty  felfifh  creatures,  and 
to  think  nothing  of  fo  much  importance  in 
itfeif,  or  ib  worthy  their  regard,  as  their, 
own  intereft;  and  in  many  cafes,  they  are 
fwayed  by  their  petty  in  ter  efts  too.  They 
will  prefer  them  to  truth,  to  juftice,  to 
peace,  to  the  public  welfare,  and  in  a  man¬ 
ner  to  every  thing.  Where  is  the  Perfon 
in  whom  a  fenfe  of  his  own  intereft  is  al¬ 
ways  maintained,  juft  as  it  ought  to  be,  and 
no  further  ? 

Can  any  thing  be  more  evident,  than  chat 
a  regard  to  private  intereft  lies  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  of-  moft  of  the  difeords  and  quarrels  in 
the  world  ?  Let  men  pretend  what  they 
will,  they  are  not  commonly  tranlported 
into  iuch  a  warmth  of  temper  by  a  zeal  for 
truth,  for  pure  religion,  or  for  the  public 
welfare,  as  for  pre-eminences,  dominion, 
wealth,  and  feculiar  advantages :  From  hence 
the  moft  deadly  feuds  are  railed  in  com¬ 
munities.  It  is  not  becauie  the  govern¬ 
ment  is  dishonored,  or  ill-ferved  by  thole  irt 
place,  that  others  rail  at  them,  raife  clamours 
againft  them,  and  do  all  they  can  to  heave 
them  out ;  but  if  poftible,  that  they  may 
get  in  their  place,  On  the  other  Hand 

is 


,  ..  (  9  ) 
it  is  not  fo  much  becaufc  men  out  of  ppwer 

Sre  enemies  to  the  public,  that  o  heis 
deavour  to  difgrace  and  iuin  c  >  . 

caufe  they  are  dangerous  rivals,  and  ludias 
bid  fair,  ‘  1b me  time  or  other,  to  gain  then 
ports.  It  is  not  becaule  men  have  a  con 
cern  for  the  church,  that  it  is  fo  often  m 
their  mouths,  and  they  hold  a  knife  to  he 
throat  of  thofe  who  will  not  bellow  foi  it  as 
loudly  as  themfclves  ;  but  becaule  by 
craft/  they  fecure  their  gams  j  and  by 
charm  of  one  word  not  underrtood,  lord  it 
over  others,  and  lead  them  to  ferve.what 
purpofes  they  pleafe.  Nor  is  it  always  be¬ 
caufc'  men  hate  perfection,  that  they  let 
hp  for  advocates  of  liberty,  and  cry  down 
Violence  in  matters  of  religion  ;  butbccaue 
they  have  feme  prefent  need  for  this  liberty, 
and  when  they  have  lerved  thcii  turn,  ca.i 
Upon  occafion,  bear  hard  upon  others,  and 
wipe  their  mouths,  and  fay  they  have  done 


no  wrong.  c .  , 

Could  men  be  perfuaded  to  prefer  the 

public  peace  and  welfare,  to  their  own  pri¬ 
vate  advantage,  how  well  would  it  be  with 
us  !  Let  fame,  honor,  authority,  or  wealth 
be  fought  after,  only  in  lubordination,  to 
things  of  greater  moment:  and  whillt  e^ciy 
man  claims  his  own  rights,  let  others  be 
alfo  allowed  theirs ;  and  let  none  other  va¬ 
lue  thejnfelyes,  or  feck  themfclves  beyond. 

b  what 


as,. : 
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■  !5.  y  and  then  the  prefent  tumults 

would  in  a  great  meafure  be  ftiJIed,  and  an 

of?CHRlSTfPrC^  itfdl  d?0’  *e  church 

n„.  c  ’  ,and  over  the  face  of *e  earth, 
or.-d  "  °  ts.p  al  ’  there  is  one  very  common 
anu  prevadm^caufe  of  divifions,  which  is 
V  r  repioaehrul  and  unreaionabJe  to  con- 

•cionepdr<?m|ag®  t0*gQ'r  and  chacis  fufPi- 

in'"";d  jea!oiuA  Men  put  wrong  mean- 
^  another’s  expeftations,  and 

a„j  ‘i!f  Vwlio,,i3  l:Pon  one  another’s  a&ions 
,  °r.them  dcnf  the  confequen- 

Jll  5'  •  f  ®  otl}Qr  wo:jhl  make  neceffar y, 

ye,  they  will  not  by  brought  to  credit  one 

tWCVhr  t0^Vc  UP  £lie  debates  between 
r,:e  ;  /  fu*  Sometimes  very  fmali  difficult 
,  anG  thoie  only  fpeculative  ones,  fhall 

b7  •  fufP;cious  jealous  temper, 

1  h  s  pronuces  very  hot  words,  and  dread- 

So  lh  g?  °f  rilingf’  never  f0  mnch  «* 

And  fwh  •PrrhapS,b^  rhe  ^  accufed: 

>  In  "  ]\Po  mucb  J'-aloufyin  human  na- 
Sil  n-  wherever  this  is  fet  on  work,  it 

Inf}  IT  WJtl  may-be’s,  hill  a  man  is  quite 
•n  n/heiTe  aiid  jua  view  of  things,  and 
Thfs  ilfo  tkf  rnd  h]ghtfuI  apprehenhons. 
evil1  th  Z  f  PP.reading.and  inftaous  an 
h  n  r/pJCiJOnS  of  one  ihall  prefent- 
i  aAC  hold  of  an  hundred;  and  then  they 
lengthen  one  another  in  feheirfalfe  concept 


tions 


tinns  Like  a  flock  ofGcefe  chat  are  at _reP., 

no  lbone?  does  one  make  a  noife,  «$}( 
dan“r  vvas  at  hand,  but  ail  prefently  te  a 
cratrS-ling,  and  put  themfelv.'S  in  motion, 
tho’^ic  be  one  of  the  moftharmieis  creatines 
in  the  world  that  is  palling  b ;/  them. 

’  Vtrnl  imputes  the  difcordanc  management 
of  citizens,  to  their  making;  parties  agamft 

one  another,  and  to  their  unuue  teas  i\  en 

love  to  have  the  good  opinion  of  otheis,  amt 
can’t  help  fome  kind  of  fympatny,  am .  ai  e  ne  ¬ 
ver  fo  eal'y,  as  when  they  are  upon  good  terms 
with  all  about  them:  There  is  art  mexpreftibw 

pleafure  in  mutual  freedom  and  confidence, 

and  in  palling  good  offices  amongft  teem. 
that  if  this  difpolition  was  well  attended  to-, 
k  would  make  men  continually  feek  out  ex¬ 
pedients  to  improve  it,  rather  than  run  mm 
the  lead:  quarrels  and  divil ions. , 

Diviliohs  among affociated bodies  of  men, 
engaged  to  one  another  by  natural  ties  of  du¬ 
ty  ^and  in  ter  eft,  and  ftrengthened  by  com- 
'  pafts  and  ftipulation,  is  unnatural  and  atr- 
urd :  like  the  members  of  the  fame  oouy, 
q uatrelling  and  contending  one  with  another, 
or  defiling  to  he  feparated,  and  cut  o.»  nom 
the  body  which  they  were  made  to  ferve,  an ci 
which  is  the  life  and  fupport  of  each,  v  or 
this  very  reafon  men  combine  together,  and 
come  into  the  levcral  forms  of  government 
under  which  they  live,  to  fecure  them  Wives 

■  *  -  '  "  ‘  -  agamft. 
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of  julhis  L ajar,  and  the  Roman  forces,  and 
the  power  of  union  at  the  revolution,  when 
the  kingdom  of  England,  afted  as  one  man, 
ana  with  one  heart.  But  when  people  are; 
weakened  by  divihons  among  themfelvesp 
cantoned  into  parties  and  faffions,  mutual- 
1  v  opposing  one  another,  and  driving  on  did 
ierent  dehgns  ;  what  prodigious  advantage 
oo  they  give  a  common  enemy!  How  ex¬ 
posed  to  be  pradifed  upon,  and  how  eafy  a 
pi  ey  toartrul  rnahee  I  What  has  been  more 
fi  equent  than  tor  a  crafty  and  intriguing'  ad- 
verlaty,  in  a  divided  (fate  of"  things,  to  in- 
iinuate  himfelf  into  both  parties,  under  a  falfe 
difgiiife,  and  fair  pretence  ?  How  ea(y  has 
he  found  it  to  Strengthen  unreafonable  pre- 


fgainh  another  i  j.  o  give  a  wrong  turn  of 

mind 
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mind,  and  falfeview  of  things  ;  to  ftrike  the 

proper  vein,  pufh  on  a  prevailing  humour, 

Smn  things  to  extremity  Thus  a  cun- 
nine  adverfary  will  eafily  praM  upon  a  di¬ 
vided  people,'  fo  as  to  prevent  the  molt  hop<> 
ful  attempts  of  accommodation,  and  even 
widen  the  difference,  and  fet  them  at  a  greater 

diftancethan  ever.  ’  ,  e 

'  Union  has  been  always  efteemed  a  mark  ot 
wifdom,  as  well  as  a  means  of  power,  it  railes 
the  character  and  reputation  ot  a  country  and 
makes  it  appear  formidable;  at  the  fame  time  it 
is  beautiful  and  lovely:  In  thelanguage  of  the 
facred  poet,  It  is  to  look  fair  as  the  moon, 
clear  as  the  fun,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  ter¬ 
rible  as  an  army  with  banners.  But :  various 
counfels,  unconcerted  measures,  different 
views,  and  open  difeord,  finks  the  Credi  t,  as 
well  as  weakens  the  Strength.  It  letxns 
the  figure  a  body  of  Men  could  otheryvile 

make  in  theworld,  and  lightens  their  weight 
inthebalance  of  power,  They  become def- 
picable  and  mean,  and  the  very  jefland  Corn 
of  their  neighbours;  and  thofe  who  hate  them, 
are  fb  far  from  having  any  thing  to  feat  ft om 
their  proceedings,  that  they  only  wait  with 
a  malicious  pleaiure,  to  fee  them  bring  about 
their  own  ruin.  Indeed  nothing  tends  moie 
direftly  to  the  diffolution  of  the  beft  confu¬ 
tation  in  the  world,  than  divifions  among 
the  members  of  it.  Hereby  the  bands  of 

civil 
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civil  fociety  are  loofened,  which  hold altoo’e, 
ther,  and  the  foundation  upon  which*  it 
hands  is  undermined.  Divisions  are  of  a 
growing  nature,  and  with  the  lead  counte- 
■  nance,  Kir  even  negleft,  mightily  Ipread  and 
wcreale,  like  weeds  in  a  rank  foil :  And  when  a 
government  is  divided  in  two,  and  comes 
to  have  alrnoft  equal  parts  like  a  globe  cutin 
half,  there  will  he  near  equal  ftrength  on 
each  fide  j  then  things  come  to  open  ruptures 

and  fatal  ftruggles,  and  then  commence  civil 
wars. 

Then  fellow-citizens  imbrue  their  hands 
in  one  another’s  blood,  and  triumph  in  one 
another’s  ruin.  This,  produces  chan¬ 
ges  of  government,  deftruction  of  liberty, 
and  introduces  tyranny  and  fiavery.  The 
conftitution  is  broke,  and  the  whole  bene¬ 
fit  of  government  loft;  or  things  are  fixed 
upon  an  ill-loot,  and  mifery  entailed  upon 
poftcrity,  The  divifions  among  the  nobles 
and  commons  of  Athens  and  Rome  deftroy- 
ed  their  powerful  common-wealth,  and 
divifions  among  the  Jews  ruined  their  Af¬ 
fairs,  when  Jemfalem  was  befieged  by  Ti¬ 
tus  Vifpafian.  And  if  we  confiult  modern 
hiftory,  and  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  world, 
we  fliall  find,  that  divifions  have  altered  the 
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fconftitutions,  and  loft  the  liberty  of  moft  o£ 
the  countries  in  Europe. 

PHILANTHROPOS* 


Walnut -fir set, 
March ,  25 ’>  1764. 


y  **4  * 


